
III. Comparative Healthcare Systems: Policy Challenges and Economic 

Perspectives 

Prof. Pauline Rosenau 

 
Pauline Vaillancourt Rosenau, Ph.D., is a Professor at the University of Texas-Houston 

School of Public Health and an Adjunct Professor at Rice University.  She was previously 

a Professor at the University of Quebec in Montreal for two decades.  Her recent 

publications are available at www.prosenau.com. Her professional articles have 

appeared in 30 different peer reviewed journals in the social sciences, public health, and 

medicine. 

 

Course Objectives:  

• To evaluate the health system performance of several industrialized nations.  

• To identify specific health system strengths and weaknesses, employing comparative 

analysis as a research tool.  

• To compare the health system performance of the US with that of other similar 

countries and to one developing country. 

 

Students will learn to recognize differences in health systems of the industrialized countries 

in this class. One developing country is included for comparative purposes. Students will 

study and analyze in detail the health systems of the United States, United Kingdom, 

Australia, Denmark, Canada, France, New Zealand, Switzerland, Netherlands, Spain, 

France, and China.  The strengths and weaknesses of these various national health systems 

will be identified, evaluated, and discussed. Students will be able to better assess the U.S. 

health system by putting it into a broader perspective after completing this class. 

 

Course Requirements  

40%: Seminar Participation   

Each student should volunteer 3-4 times during the semester to summarize assigned articles 

for the class. At each class meeting 2 to 4 students will present and play a leadership role in 

the discussion on specified articles. This should include, to the extent possible, consideration 

of:  

• The purpose and scope of the article; where it fits in the literature  

• Theoretical framework/model, if relevant  

• Empirical approach/methods, if relevant  

• Pertinent data issues, if relevant  

• Policy implications/conclusions you derive from the article  

When you are responsible for leading the discussion on a particular reading, the use of 

overheads and/or handouts are recommended. For each assigned article all students should 

prepare two or three questions for class discussion. You will be called upon for questions as 

time permits each week. 

 

60%: Term Paper – Content:  

Several approaches are available:  

A. An in depth, critical study of one country’ health care system; or,  

PSO Proceedings New Series, No. 5
24



B. A comparison of the health care system of several countries with respect to a one 

topic (e.g. technology assessment, managing pharmaceuticals, or financing and 

reimbursement systems, long-term care, quality/cost or MCH services, etc.); or,  

C. Original research using OECD data. 

 

Websites: information about health policy in the industrialized countries  

Commonwealth   http://www.cmwf.org/topics/topics.htm?attrib_id=12009 

Kaiser Family Foundation:  http://www.globalhealthfacts.org 

Kaiser Family Foundation: http://www.globalhealthreporting.org 

European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies: http://www.euro.who.int/observatory 

 

 

INTRODUCTION and Course Organization  

• Organizational details:  

! course format, syllabus, bibliography, reading sets; 

! course requirements--term paper, discussion leader responsibilities, 

seminar participation responsibility  

! discussion leader assignments  

• Review introductory material before the first class at: 

http://www.kaiseredu.org/topics_im_ihs.asp?imID=1&parentID=61 

To be viewed in class and discussed together: Learning from other countries; 

German Health System: An introduction 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/video/flv/generic.html?s=frol02

p101&continuous=1 

 Germany: National Public Radio special: 

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=91971170 

 

Keeping German Doctors On A Budget Lowers Costs 

Nearly every German has ready access to doctors, cheap drugs, 

high-tech medicine, dental care, nursing homes and home care. 

All this — and Germany spends half what the United States 

does per person. One way the country accomplishes this is by 

putting doctors on a budget. 

 The example of Switzerland: 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/video/flv/generic.html?s=frol02

p101&continuous=1   

• Health care system objectives & cross-national comparisons using OECD data. 

 

COUNTRY STUDIES 

United States  

[Themes: the Obama health system reform proposal, costs, insurance, quality of care, 

medical errors, after-hours] 

 

Comparing the US and others industrialized countries on several indicators;  

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/sickaroundtheworld/etc/graphs.html 
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Report on Tom Daschle’s book: “Critical: What We Can Do About the Health-Care 

Crisis” by Tom Daschle, Jeanne M. Lambrew, and Scott S. Greenberger. 

http://www.amazon.com/Critical-What-About-Health-Care-

Crisis/dp/0312383010/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1229544652&sr=1-1 

 

Readings: 

Review introductory material on the US health system if this is new to you: 

http://www.kaiseredu.org/topics_im.asp?imID=1&parentID=61&id=358  

 

Schoen C, Osborn R, Doty MM, Bishop M, Peugh J, Murukutla N. “Toward Higher-

Performance Health Systems: Adults' Health Care Experiences in Seven Countries, 

“2007. Health Affairs, 2007;26(6):w717-w734.  

http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/reprint/26/6/w717?ijkey=btmwgHzAr9YPo&keyty

pe=ref&siteid=healthaff   Beril Ongen  

 

Nolte and McKee, “Measuring the Health of Nations: Updating an Earlier 

Analysis; One measure of the health of Americans – deaths from treatable 

conditions –still does not compare well with rates in other industrialized 

countries” January/ February 2008, Health Affairs, vol 27, number 1. 

http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/reprint/27/1/58  Jim Incalcaterra  

 

Sanmartin, et al “Comparing Health and Health Care Use in Canada and the 

United States” Health Affairs, vol 25, no. 4 pp0 1133+ 

http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/reprint/25/4/1133 Negin Fouladi  

 

Wennberg  et al, “Executive Summary” Tracking the Care of Patients with Severe 

Chronic Illness; The Dartmouth Atlas of Health Care 2008  www.dartmouthatlas.org  

http://www.dartmouthatlas.org/atlases/2008_Atlas_Exec_Summ.pdf  Kathy 

Carberry 

 

Wennberg “Practice Variations and Health Care Reform “ Health Affairs 23 (2004) 7 

October – VAR 140-144.  

http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/reprint/hlthaff.var.140v1 

 

Floyd J. Fowler Jr, PhD; Patricia M. Gallagher, PhD; Denise L. Anthony, PhD; 

Kirk Larsen, MA; Jonathan S. Skinner, PhD “Relationship Between Regional Per 

Capita Medicare Expenditures and Patient Perceptions of Quality of Care” 

JAMA. 2008;299(20):2406-2412.  Kathy Carberry  

 

Schoen, Cathy, Sara R. Collins, Jennifer L. Kriss, and Michelle M. Doty. 2008. “How 

Many Are Underinsured? Trends Among U.S. Adults, 2003 And 2007”. Health 

Affairs 27 (4).   http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/reprint/27/4/w298  
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Health System Reform; not an easy task 

Congressional Budget Office: “Key Issues in Analyzing Major Health 

Insurance Proposals” December 2008; 

http://www.cbo.gov/ftpdocs/99xx/doc9924/12-18-KeyIssues.pdf 

 

Cassidy, “Economics: “Which Way for Obama?” New York Review of 

Books, June 12
th

, 2008, vol 55, no. 10 

Leonhardt, “Obamanomics,” New York Times August 24, 2008, 

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/08/24/magazine/24Obamanomics-

t.html?_r=1&pagewanted=print 

 

Causes for health spending growth: Taj Bhaloo 

Reinhardt “Does the Aging of the Population Really Drive the Demand for 

Health Care” Health Affairs, November December 2003 [not the aging 

population]  http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/reprint/22/6/27.pdf 

 

Anderson et al “Health Spending in the United States and the Rest of the 

Industrialized World” Health Affairs, vol 24, no. 4, July/ August 2005 

 

Reinhardt “Why Does U.S. Health Care Cost So Much? (Part 1)” AND  “Why 

Does U.S. Health Care Cost So Much? (Part 2: Indefensible Administrative 

Costs)”NYT  Economix; explaining the science of everyday life” November 

14,and Nov. 21
st
, 2008 – NYT Blog postings. 

 

Comparative Health Care Systems--Economic Issues  

Readings: 

Anderson and Frogner: “Health Spending in OECD Countries: Obtaining Value per 

Dollar; There is Still Scant Evidence that the United States Gets Better Value for Its 

Higher Health Care Spending” Health Affairs, November/December 2008  pp 1718 -

1727;  Sharanya 

http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/reprint/27/6/1718.pdf 

 

White, Chapin. “Health Care spending Growth: How Different is the U.S. From the 

Rest of the OECD?” Health Affairs. January/February 2007, vol. 26,  no. 1, Sharanya 

pp.154-161. http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/reprint/26/1/154 

 

Fuchs, “Three ‘Inconvenient Truths’ about Health Care” NEJM October 23, 2008,  

http://content.nejm.org/cgi/reprint/359/17/1749.pdf   Ellen Brechenridge 

 

Davis, Karen “Slowing the Growth of Health Care Costs --- Learning from 

International Experience,” NEJM, October 23, 2008. Kathy Carberry. 

http://content.nejm.org/cgi/reprint/359/17/1751.pdf 

 

Anderson, G.F., et al. Spending on Medical Care, JAMA May 28, 2008, vol. 299, 

issue 20, pp 2444-2445   Kathy Carberrry. 

http://jama.ama-assn.org/cgi/reprint/299/20/2444 
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Pryor, Lynn, 1990, “Borderline Cases How Medical Practice Reflects National 

Culture”. The Sciences. 30(4): 38-42. Ellen Brechenridge  

http://www5.sph.uth.tmc.edu:2048/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?

direct=true&db=a9h&AN=4971054&site=ehost-live 

 

Anderson, G.F., et al. “Health Spending in OECD Countries in 2004: An Update”. 

Health Affairs, Sept/Oct  2007, Vol. 26., no. 5 pp. 1481-1489. 

http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/reprint/26/5/1481 

 

Nichols L, Ginsburg P, Berenson R, Christianson J, Hurley R “Are Market Forces 

Strong Enough To Deliver Efficient Health Care Systems? Confidence Is Waning” 

Health Affairs, Vol 23, No 2, March/April 2004 

http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/reprint/23/2/8 

Anderson, et. al. “Comparing Health System Performance in OECD Countries , 

Health Affairs , May/June 2001, pp 219-232.  

http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/reprint/20/3/219 

 

Mossialos, E. & Dixon, A. Chapter 12. “Funding Health Care in Europe: Weighing 

Up the Options”. Edited by E. Mossialos, A. Dixon, J. Figueras  J. Kitzin. Open 

University Press , 2002, 272-300.  

http://www.euro.who.int/document/e74485.pdf 

 

Mark J. Eisenberg, MD, MPH; Kristian B. Filion, BSc; Arik Azoulay, BComm, MSc; 

Anya C. Brox, BSc; Seema Haider, MSc; Louise Pilote, MD, MPH, PhD “Outcomes 

and Cost of Coronary Artery Bypass Graft Surgery in the United States and Canada, »  

Arch Intern Med. 2005;165:1506-1513 

http://archinte.ama-assn.org/cgi/reprint/165/13/1506 

 

France  

Helene Von Ville: Presentation of Research term paper research, SafeAssign and 

general library skills. 3-4PM 

Audio:  

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=91970968  all 2008 

Health Care Lessons from France 

France at Forefront of Free, Innovative Cancer Care 

Frances Model Health Care for New Mothers 

 

Readings  

Durand-Zaleski, “The Health System in France” Eurohealth 2008 vol 14, 

http://www.lse.ac.uk/collections/LSEHealth/pdf/eurohealth/VOL14No1/Durand-

Zaleski.pdf 

 

Giraud-Roufast and Chabot, “Medical Acceptance of Quality Assurance in Health 

Care: The French Experience” JAMA Dec 10, 2008, vol 300, no. 22.pp 2663+ Taj 

Bhaloo 
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Kaiser Family Foundation, “Cost Sharing for Health Care” France, Germany, and 

Switzerland” January 2009  pp 1-11 http://www.kff.org/insurance/upload/7852.pdf  

Charu Sawhney 

 

Rodwin, Victor, Universal Health Insurance in France; How Sustainable? 

Washington DC,  Health Office; Embassy of France, 2006  available free, online at: 

http://wagner.nyu.edu/health/universal.pdf  Nadine Haykal 

 

A “Summary and review” of this book, available at Book Reviews, JHPPL,  pp 841-4  

August 2008, ] 

 

Dutton, Paul Differential Diagnoses: A Comparative History of Health Care 

Problems and solutions in the United States and France, Cornell University Press 

2007.   Rocaille Roberts  (not required reading) 

 

Polton, “France’s public-private health care system differs from ours” Canadian 

Centre for Policy Alternatives Monitor, May 2006 , page 22 only 

http://www.policyalternatives.ca/documents/National_Office_Pubs/2006/Mending_M

ediare.pdf  

 

WHO & European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies,” Health Care 

Outside Hospital: Assessing generalist and specialist care in eight countries”  2006 -

summary for France  

http://www.euro.who.int/Document/E89259.pdf 

 

Rochaix, and Wilsford, “State Autonomy, Policy Paralysis: Paradoxes of Institutions 

and Culture in the French Health Care System” Journal of Health Politics , Policy and 

Law, vol 30, nos. 1-2, Feb – Ap. 2005, pp 97-119. 

http://web.ebscohost.com.www5.sph.uth.tmc.edu:2048/ehost/pdf?vid=3&hid=16&sid

=38ac826b-7da0-417f-9c4e-dac89ef15b92%40sessionmgr2 

 

Gusmano, Rodwin and Weisz “A New Way to Compare Health Systems: Avoidable 

Hospital Conditions in Manhattan and Paris” Health Affairs March/April 2006 

http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/reprint/25/2/510 

 

Buchmueller TC, OECD Health Working Papers No. 12, Private Health Insurance in 

France, Mar 2004 (ejournal) http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/35/11/30455292.pdf 

 

Rodwin V.G., "The Health Care System Under French National Health Insurance: 

Lessons for Health Reform in the United States" AJPH, Vol 93 No 1, pp 31-37, Jan 

2003. http://www.ajph.org/cgi/reprint/93/1/31 

 

Bellanger et al, “The ‘Health Benefit Basket’ in France,”  European Journal of 

Health Economics 2005, supplement # 1, volume 6, pp 24-29  

http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/picrender.fcgi?artid=1388081&blobtype=pdf 
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Australia (Guest Lecturer / Resource Person: Shelton Brown –Austin campus)    

[all to read executive summary and conclusion as background] Health Systems in 

Transition: vol 8, no. 5, 2006, “Australia Health System: Review” 

http://www.euro.who.int/document/E89731.pdf 

[ all to browse] Australian Government: Dept. Of Health and Aging Home Page: 

http://www.health.gov.au/ 

 

Connelly and Brown, “Lifetime Subsidies in Australian Private Health Insurance 

Markets with Community Rating’ paper. August 7, 2006. Available for Purchase 

 http://www.palgrave-journals.com/gpp/journal/v31/n4/abs/2510099a.html 

 

Brown and Connelly, “Lifetime Cover in Private Insurance Markets” International 

Journal of Health Care Finance and Economics 5, 75-88, 2005 

http://www.springerlink.com.www5.sph.uth.tmc.edu:2048/content/h07t3uv54445

7764/fulltext.pdf   Sandra Chu 

 

Mackenzie et al “Direct-to-consumers advertising under the radar: the need for 

realistic drugs policy in Australia” Internal Medicine Journal, 2007, vol 37, pp 

224-8 

http://www5.sph.uth.tmc.edu:2048/login?url=http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1445-

5994.2006.01298.x    Binara Assylbekova 

 

Vitry et al, “General Correspondence “Letters to the Editor: Direct-to-consumer 

Adverstising Policy in Australia: realism in whose interests?” Internal Medicine 

Journal, 2007. 

http://www5.sph.uth.tmc.edu:2048/login?url=http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1445-

5994.2007.01447.x   

 

Morgan, et al , Centralized drug Review Processes in Australia,  Canada, New 

Zealnd, and the United Kingdom, Health Affairs, vol 25, No. 2 2006 

http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/reprint/25/2/337   Jen Kim  

 

Scott, “Pay for Performance in health care: strategic issues for Australian 

experiments” MJA 187: No. 1, 2 july 2007. Kathy Carberry 

 

Armstrong., et al “Federal Election 2007; Challenges in Health and Health Care 

for Australia”  The Medical Journal of Australia vol 187, # 9, 5- November 2007, 

pp 485-489 

http://www.mja.com.au/public/issues/187_09_051107/arm11047_fm.html 

 

Mooney “Closing the 17 year gap means opening not just the Treasure coffers but 

our hearts” Australian and New Zealand Journal of Public Health, 2008, vol 32, 

no. 3, pp 205-206 
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Nichol, Bill “Hospitals then and now: changes since the start of Medicare, 

Australian Health Review, April 2007, vol 31 

http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_6800/is_1-

1_31/ai_n28444133/print?tag=artBody;col1 

 

WHO & European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies,” Health Care 

Outside Hospital: Assessing generalist and specialist care in eight countries”  

2006 – pp 1-12 and summary for Australia   

http://www.euro.who.int/Document/E89259.pdf 

 

Gray, Gwen The Politics of Medicare,  UNSW Press (January 31, 2005) & 

Australia Policy Online (www.apo.org.au)   

http://www.amazon.com/Politics-Medicare-Gets-What-

Briefings/dp/0868407038/sr=11-1/qid=1165938915/ref=sr_11_1/104-7156210-

4594328 

 

United Kingdom/Britain  

[themes: primary care, health reform, technology,  quality and-performance] 

Video:”United Kingdom”  Sick Around the World – 10 minutes 

;http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/sickaroundtheworld/themes/lessons.html 

Audio: http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=91971293  all 2008 

Denied Treatment; U.K. Vet Stands Up for Liberty 

MS Patient Falls into American Insurance Gap 

Britain Weighs the Social Cost of “Wonder Drugs” 

Readings:  

General Introduction 

Sean Boyle, “The health system in England,” Eurohealth vol 14, # 1., 2008 

  http://www.euro.who.int/document/obs/Eurohealth14_1.pdf 

 

Primary Care 

Roland, “Lessons from the U.K.”  NEJM Nov. 13, 2008,vol 359, no 20   

http://content.nejm.org.www5.sph.uth.tmc.edu:2048/cgi/reprint/359/20/2087-

b.pdf 

 

Schoen et al “On The Front Lines of Care: Primary Care Doctors’ Office Systems, 

Experiences, and Views in Seven Countries” Health Affairs, - Web Exclusive, 2 

November 2006.  

 

WHO & European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies,” Health Care 

Outside Hospital: Assessing generalist and specialist care in eight countries”  2006 – 

pp 1-12 read for  summary of the UK.  

http://www.euro.who.int/Document/E89259.pdf 

 

Reform 

Is Choice Working for Patients in the English NHS; BMJ, 16- August – 2008, vol. 

337; pp3656 Charu Sawhney 
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Ham, What to Do with Insolvent Hospitals; Will Politicians Allow Providers to Fail? 

BMJ, 2007, 335: 805-7 Rocaille Roberts 

 

Propper et al 2007 “Did ‘Targets and Terror’ Reduce Waiting Times in England for 

Hospital Care?” The B.E. Journal of Economic Analysis & Policy, vol 8, issue 2, 

25pp. http://www.bristol.ac.uk/cmpo/publications/papers/2007/wp179.pdf 

 

Bevan and Robinson, “The Interplay between Economic and Political Logics: Path 

Dependency in Health Care in England” JHPPL, vol 30, nos.1-2, 2005. 

 

Light, Donald, “Will the NHS Strategic Plan Benefit Patients?”BMJ 26 July 2008, 

vol 337 pp 210 –+  Larissa Estes  

http://www.bmj.com.www5.sph.uth.tmc.edu:2048/cgi/section_pdf/337/jul17_1/a838.

pdf?maxtoshow=&HITS=10&hits=10&RESULTFORMAT=&fulltext=A+Transatlan

tic+Review+of+the+NHS+at+60&searchid=1&FIRSTINDEX=0&resourcetype=HW

CIT 

 

Berwick, “A Transatlantic Review of the NHS at 60” BMJ  26 July 2008, vol 337 and 

several related articles on the NHS on this occasion ( includes special issue articles 

from 26 April 2008) 

http://www.bmj.com.www5.sph.uth.tmc.edu:2048/cgi/section_pdf/337/jul17_1/a838.

pdf?maxtoshow=&HITS=10&hits=10&RESULTFORMAT=&fulltext=A+Transatlan

tic+Review+of+the+NHS+at+60&searchid=1&FIRSTINDEX=0&resourcetype=HW

CIT 

 

Maynard and Street “Health Service Reform: Seven Years of Feast, Seven Years of 

Famine: boom to bust in the NHS?” BMJ 2006: 332, p 906-8 

http://www.bmj.com/cgi/reprint/332/7546/906 

Klein, Rudolf “The Troubled Transformation of Britain’s National Health Service” 

NEJM, July 27, 2006 (355:4) 

http://content.nejm.org.www5.sph.uth.tmc.edu:2048/cgi/reprint/355/4/409.pdf 

 

Quality and-performance 

Steinbrook, Robert “Saying No Isn’t NICE – The Travails of Britain’s National 

Institute for Health and Clinical Excellents” NEJM November 6, 2008 vol 359, # 

19. Percetta Curl 

http://content.nejm.org.www5.sph.uth.tmc.edu:2048/cgi/reprint/359/19/1977.pdf 

 

Schlander, “The Use of Cost-Effectiveness by the National Institute for Health and 

Clinical Excellence (NICE) not yet an exemplar of a deliberative process.” J. Med. 

Ethics, 2008, vol 34 pp 534-539  Margaret Holm  

http://jme.bmj.com/cgi/reprint/34/7/534 

 

Galvin, Robert “Pay-For -Performance: Too Much of A good Thing?” Health Affairs 

6 September 2006 and rejoinder  October 26, 2006. 
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Pearson and Rawlins, “Quality, Innovation, and Value for Money” JAMA November 

23/30 2005 (294: 20). 

http://jama.ama-

assn.org.www5.sph.uth.tmc.edu:2048/cgi/reprint/294/20/2618?maxtoshow=&HITS=

10&hits=10&RESULTFORMAT=&fulltext=Quality%2C+Innovation%2C+and+Val

ue+for+Money&searchid=1&FIRSTINDEX=0&resourcetype=HWCIT 

 

Technology 

Anderson, Frogner, Johns & Reinhardt, “Health Care Spending and Use of 

Information Technology in OECD Countries” Health Affairs May/June 2006 

http://www.commonwealthfund.org/usr_doc/Anderson_hltcarespendinfotechOEC

D_itl.pdf?section=4039 

 

Chantler, et al “Information Technology in the English National Health Service” 

JAMA, November 8, 2006 (296, #18)  Jen Kim 

http://jama.ama-

assn.org.www5.sph.uth.tmc.edu:2048/cgi/reprint/296/18/2255?maxtoshow=&HIT

S=10&hits=10&RESULTFORMAT=&fulltext=Information+Technology+in+the

+English+National+Health+Service&searchid=1&FIRSTINDEX=0&resourcetyp

e=HWCIT 

 

 

Canada (resource person is Dr. M. David Low)  

[Themes: US views of the Canadian health system, waiting lists, private care in Canada,] 

Readings:  

Background and General Introduction 

[ all to read as background] Health Systems in Transition, “Canada,” European 

Observatory on Health Systems and Policies, 2005 Read for background 

http://www.euro.who.int/Document/E87954sum.pdf  

 

Canadian Health Services Research Foundation, “Myth: Canadian doctors are leaving 

for the United States” 2008 update  

http://www.chsrf.ca/mythbusters/html/myth29_e.php  Carlos Ramos 

 

Katz, S., Cardiff, K., Pascali, M., Barer, P. & Evans, R. Phantoms in the Snow: 

Canadians' Use of Health Care Services in the United States. Health Affairs, 

May/June 2002, 21(3)19-31.  

http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/reprint/21/3/19.pdf   Carlos Ramos 

 

Schoen, et al, “In Chronic Conditions: Experiences of Patients with Complex 

Health Care Needs , In Eight Countries, November 2008 Health Affairs- Web 

Exclusive,  13 November 2008 (summary to focus on the Canadian case in 

context) 

http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/content/abstract/hlthaff.28.1.w1?ijkey=cOSQSi

1j6fDlo&keytype=ref&siteid=healthaff 
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Canadian Health Services Research Foundation, “In Healthcare, More Is Always 

Better” 

http://www.chsrf.ca/mythbusters/html/myth30_e.php    

Private Health Care in Canada 

 

Palley, et al, “ The Development of Public/Private sector Relationships in the 

Canadian Federal/Provincial Health Care Systems” paper delivered at the IPSA 

Regional Meeting of RC 25, Comparative Health Care, The Hague, The Netherlands, 

10-12 November 2008 (this paper will be handed out prior to the class) Larissa Estes 

 

Steinbrook, “Private Health Care in Canada” NEJM April 20, 2006. 

http://content.nejm.org.www5.sph.uth.tmc.edu:2048/cgi/reprint/354/16/1661.pdf   

Sandra Chu  

 

Angell “Privatizing health care is not the answer: lessons from the United States” 

CMAJ October 21, 2008, vol 179, no 9 ;    

http://www.cmaj.ca/cgi/reprint/179/9/916   Taj Bhaloo  

 

Burnett, Sean “ Financing the Health Care System: Is Long-term Sustainability 

Possible?” CCPA  November 2008 

http://www.policyalternatives.ca/~ASSETS/DOCUMENT/Saskatchewan_Pubs/2008/

Financing_Health_Care_Dec_11.pdf 

 

Lee, Marc “How Sustainable is Medicare? A Closer Look at Aging, Technology 

and Other Cost Drivers in Canada’s Health Care System” (Canada’s Universal 

Health System is called Medicare) Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, 

report,   September 2007. 

http://www.policyalternatives.ca/documents/National_Office_Pubs/2007/How_Su

stainable_is_Medicare.pdf 

 

Waiting for health care 

Saunders and Rogers, “The Taming of the Queue V: In Search of Excellence” CPRN 

Research Report, June 2008 

http://www.cprn.org/documents/50244_EN.pdf  Michael Beel 

 

Willcox et al, “Measuring and Reducing Waiting Times; A Cross-National 

Comparison of Strategies” Health Affairs, July/August 2007,  

http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/reprint/26/4/1078?maxtoshow=&HITS=10&hits=1

0&RESULTFORMAT=&author1=willcox&andorexactfulltext=and&searchid=1&FI

RSTINDEX=0&resourcetype=HWCIT  Michael Beel 

 

Rachlis, “Public Solutions to Health Care Wait Lists” Canadian Centre for Policy 

Alternatives, December 2005 

http://www.policyalternatives.ca/documents/National_Office_Pubs/2005/Health_Care

_Waitlists.pdf 
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Canadian Health Services Research Foundation (CHRS) “Manage Waits Centrally” 

March 2008  and please see the references linked at the end of the article  at  

http://www.chsrf.ca/mythbusters/html/boost13_e.php   

 

Schoen et al “Taking the Pulse of Health Care Systems: Experiences of Patients with 

Health Problems in Six Countries” Health Affairs, 11/3/2005  

http://www.commonwealthfund.org/usr_doc/870_Schoen_pulse_HA_itl.pdf?section=

4039 

 

Pharmacy  

Morgan  et al http://www.prosenau.com/"Outcomes-Based Drug Coverage in 

British Columbia 

Health Affairs,  2004  pp 269-76 

http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/reprint/23/3/269?   Jerah Thomas 

 

US perspective on the Canadian  health system 

Rosenau, “U.S. Newspaper Coverage of the Canadian Health System” The American 

Review of Canadian Studies, 2006;  www.prosenau.com  

http://www.sph.uth.tmc.edu/uploadedFiles/Divisions/MPCH/Faculty_web_sites/Rose

nau/CanadianHealthSystem2.pdf 

 

New Zealand, Special Resource Person, Dr. Robin Gauld,   

Dr. Gauld will be the SPH colloquium speaker at noon March 16th – please attend as the 

topic is relevant for this class session later in the same day. Title: “New Zealand’s primary 

health care reforms: a messy reality or work in progress?”. He will give a brief overview of 

the NZ health care system, then discuss the Alma Ata-inspired primary care reforms in more 

detail including the politics of the changes enacted by the government, the processes and 

impacts of the changes, some of the organizational implications, and the policy challenges 

ahead for New Zealand”. 

 

Readings: 

A[ll to Read for Background]“New Zealand; Health Care Systems in Transition”, 

European Observatory 2002, 

http://www.euro.who.int/document/Obs/NEZsum112002.pdf 

 

Tenbensel, et al, “Where There’s a Will, Is There a Way?: Is New Zealand’s 

Publicly Funded Health Sector Able to Steer towards Population Health?” Social 

Science and Medicine 2008 vol 67, pp 1143-1152. Charu Sawhney  will 

summarize this article 

 

Gauld,  Robin, “The Unintended Consequences of New Zealand’s Primary Health 

Care Reforms”, Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law, vol 33, #1, February 

2008.  Phuc Le  

http://jhppl.dukejournals.org.www5.sph.uth.tmc.edu:2048/cgi/reprint/33/1/93 
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Gauld, Robin,“ One Country, Four Systems : Comparing Changing Health 
Policies in New Zealand” International Political Science Review, vol 24:199-218, 
2003. Rocaille Roberts 
http://www.jstor.org.www5.sph.uth.tmc.edu:2048/stable/pdfplus/1601640.pdf 
 
Cumming, Mays and Gribben, “Reforming primary health care : Is New 
Zealand’s primary health care strategy achieving its early goals?”. Australia and 
New Zealand Health Policy. November, 2008.  Jerah Thomas 
http://www.anzhealthpolicy.com/content/pdf/1743-8462-5-24.pdf   
 
Ministry of Health, “Towards a New Zealand Medicines Strategy, Consultation 
document” December 2006.www.moh.govt.mz 
http://www.moh.govt.nz/moh.nsf/pagesmh/5633?Open 
 
Laugesen, “Why Some Market Reforms Lack Legitimacy in Health Care” JHPPL 
vol 30, #6 December 2005 

 

 

Switzerland 

Special Report by Michael Beel on the American College of Healthcare Executives’ 
Meeting on Healthcare Reform, February 12th, 2009 Houstonian Hotel  
Listen to the  Audio: “Switzerland, A Health Care Model For America?” 
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=91974014 

In Switzerland, A Health Care Model for America 
In Switzerland, An Easier Path for the Disabled 

POWER POINT presentation by Gaudenz Silberschmidt, Swiss Federal Office of Public 
Health,  “Coverage and Financing – Sharing the Burden; The Swiss Experience” from the 
AARP Health Care ’08 Global Trends  & Best Practices. 
http://www.aarpinternational.org/usr_attach/healthcare08_Silberschmidt_coverageandfinance
.pdf 
 

Readings: 

*Leu, Robert E., Frans Rutten, Werner Brouwer, Matter, and Rutschi. 2008. A Tale of 

Two Systems; The Swiss and the Dutch Health Care Systems Compared. There is a  
40 page summary was published by the Commonwealth Fund January 2009 at: 
http://www.commonwealthfund.org/usr_doc/Leu_swissdutchhltinssystems_1220.pdf?
section=4039    Jim Incalcaterra 
 
Switzerland, OECD Reviews of Health System, OECD (WHO) 2006 , chaps 1 and 4 
(PDF are avaialbe ), the book is on reserve at the SPH library for the course, and you 
may purchase for $18 from OECD: 
http://www.oecdbookshop.org/oecd/display.asp?lang=en&sf1=DI&st1=5L9T3LFC5
WXR Aarthi  Inampudi  
Swiss Health Foreign Policy: Agreements on health foreign policy objectives,  
October 2006; 
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www.bag.admin.ch/org/01044/index.html?lang=en&download=M3wBPgDB/.../bKb

XrZ6lhuDZz8mMps2gpKfo   Aarthi  Inampudi  

 

Kaiser Family Foundation, “Cost Sharing for Health Care” France, Germany, and 

Switzerland” January 2009  pp 16-20  http://www.kff.org/insurance/upload/7852.pdf 

 

Reinhardt, “The Swiss Health System: Regulated Competition without Managed 

Care” JAMA, Sept 8 2004 

http://jama.ama-

assn.org.www5.sph.uth.tmc.edu:2048/cgi/reprint/292/10/1227?maxtoshow=&HITS=

10&hits=10&RESULTFORMAT=&fulltext=The+Swiss+Health+System%3A+Regu

lated+Competition+without+Managed+Care&searchid=1&FIRSTINDEX=0&resourc

etype=HWCIT 

 

Herzlinger, “Consumer-Driven Health Care” JAMA September 8, 2004 

http://jama.ama-

assn.org.www5.sph.uth.tmc.edu:2048/cgi/reprint/292/10/1213?maxtoshow=&HITS=

10&hits=10&RESULTFORMAT=&fulltext=Consumer-

Driven+Health+Care&searchid=1&FIRSTINDEX=0&resourcetype=HWCIT 

 

 

Spain, (Guest Resource-Person - George Delclos, MD, SPH, assisted by Bernard 

Useche) 

Format:  

1) Case studies presented by Professor Delclos. 

2) a student's presentations of articles with asterisks. 

3) Comments by Dr. Delclos & general discussion 

 

Readings: 

Spanish National Health System, Ministerio de Sanidad y Consumo, 2006 

http://www.msc.es/en/estadEstudios/estadisticas/docs/FOLLETO-BAJA-

INGLES.PDF -   

 

Antonio Duran, Juan L. Lara, Michelle van Waveren, “Spain: Health System 

Review”  Health Systems in Transition, vol 8, # 4, 2006 ” please read pp I – xix – 

executive summary , read carefully through p 44 and  skim  the rest):  

.http://www.euro.who.int/Document/E89491.pdf  Gerard Colman 

 

Regidor et al, “Decreasing Socioeconomic Inequality and Increasing Health 

Inequalities in Spain: A Case Study” American Journal of Public Health, January 

2006, pp 102-108 student to report on this article. Yue Xie 

http://www.ajph.org/cgi/reprint/96/1/102 

 

Costa-Font and Gil “Exploring the Pathways of Inequality in Health, Access and 

Financing in Decentralised Spain, The London School of Economics and Political 

Science; LSE Health, May 2008, Working paper no. 9/2007  
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http://www.lse.ac.uk/collections/LSEHealth/pdf/LSEHealthworkingpaperseries/L

SEHWP9.pdf    Yue Xie 

The Netherlands  (Guest Resource-Person – Christiaan Lako, PhD, Nijmegen 

University, Netherlands)  

 

[Themes of the articles: health system reform, privatization of health insurance, after hours 

health care, cost containment]  

Video/Audio:  National Public Radio’s Netherlands: Health Care for All by Patti 

Neighmond 

Video:  

Audio: http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=91973552 

Netherlands’ Health Care Reflects National Values 

After-Hours Doctor Calls Save Holland Money 

In the U.S. and Holland, Diabetes Looks Different 

 

Readings: 

Leu, Robert E., Frans Rutten, Werner Brouwer, Matter, and Rutschi. 2008. A Tale of 

Two Systems; The Swiss and the Dutch Health Care Systems Compared, This book is 

on reserve at the library. There is a 40 page summary was published by the 

Commonwealth Fund January 2009 at: 

http://www.commonwealthfund.org/usr_doc/Leu_swissdutchhltinssystems_1220.pdf?

section=4039   Leon Leach 

 

Westert, G., et al., eds. Dutch Health Care Performance Report 2008. RIVM – 

(National Institute for Public Health and the Environment,) Centre for Prevention and 

Health Services Research, Public Health and Health Services Division: Bilthoven. 

240. 

http://www.rivm.nl/vtv/object_binary/o6118_Dutch%20Healthcare%20Performance

%20Report%202008.pdf   Percetta Curl 

 

Enthoven, Alain C., and Wynand  P.M.M. Van de Ven. 2007. Going Dutch -- 

Managed-Competition Helath Insurance in the Netherlands. New England Journal of 

Medicine 357 (24):2421-2423. 

http://content.nejm.org.www5.sph.uth.tmc.edu:2048/cgi/reprint/357/24/2421.pdf  

Leon Leach 

 

Rosenau, Pauline, and Christiaan Lako. 2008. An Experiment with Regulated 

Competition and Individual Mandates for Universal Health Care: The NEw Dutch 

Health Insurance System. Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law 33 (6). 

http://jhppl.dukejournals.org.www5.sph.uth.tmc.edu:2048/cgi/content/abstract/33/6/1

031 (Full text with DOI)  Negin Fouladi 

 

Schoen et al, “In Chronic Condition: Experiences of Patients with Complex Helath 

Care Needs, In Eight Countries, 2008”, Health Affairs – web exclusive, 13 November 

2008, w1-16  Percetta Curl 
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Niezen et al, “Conditional Reimbursement within the Dutch Drug Policy” Health 

Policy, 83 (2007) pp 39-50. 

http://www.sciencedirect.com.www5.sph.uth.tmc.edu:2048/science?_ob=MImg&_im

agekey=B6V8X-4MRFC37-1-

1&_cdi=5882&_user=5678553&_orig=search&_coverDate=11%2F30%2F2007&_sk

=999159998&view=c&wchp=dGLbVzW-

zSkWb&md5=b01ed163d44862d92530689e5c60c6fc&ie=/sdarticle.pdf 

 

The Dutch Ministry of Health: http://www.minvws.nl/en/themes/health-insurance-

system/default.asp  Health Systems in Transition, “Netherlands”, 2005  

 

Knottnerus and ten Velden, “ Dutch Doctors and Their Patients – Effects of Health 

Care Reform in the Netherlands, NEJM December 13, 2007 

http://content.nejm.org.www5.sph.uth.tmc.edu:2048/cgi/reprint/357/24/2424.pdf 

 

 Grol et al “After-Hours Care in the United Kingdom, Denmark, and the Netherlands: 

New Models” Health Affairs, 25, # 6, (2006)  pp 1733 – 1737  

http://web.ebscohost.com.www5.sph.uth.tmc.edu:2048/ehost/pdf?vid=29&hid=113&

sid=fc93e6b0-1d53-4616-a07e-93573267d3c7%40sessionmgr102 

 

Grol, Richard “Quality Development in Health Care in the Netherlands” 

Commonwealth Fund Commission on High Performance Health Systems” 2006 

http://www.cmwf.org/publications/publications_show.htm?doc_id=362702  Press 

release.;   full report is available at:  

http://www.cmwf.org/usr_doc/Grol_qualityNetherlands_910.pdf  

 

 

China  

Guest Resource Person: Xufang Feng 

Yip, Winnie, “The Chinese Health System at a Crossroads” Health Affairs 

March/April 2008 

http://content.healthaffairs.org.www5.sph.uth.tmc.edu:2048/cgi/reprint/27/2/460?max

toshow=&HITS=10&hits=10&RESULTFORMAT=&fulltext=The+Chinese+Health+

System+at+a+Crossroads&andorexactfulltext=and&searchid=1&FIRSTINDEX=0&r

esourcetype=HWCIT   Gerard Colman 

 

Ma, Lu, and Quan “From a National, Centrally Planned Health System to a System 

Based on the Market: Lessons from China” Health Affairs, July/August 2008 p 937+  

Sandra Chu 

http://content.healthaffairs.org.www5.sph.uth.tmc.edu:2048/cgi/reprint/27/4/937?max

toshow=&HITS=10&hits=10&RESULTFORMAT=&fulltext=From+a+National%2

C+Centrally+Planned+Health+System+to+a+System+Based+on+the+Market&andor

exactfulltext=and&searchid=1&FIRSTINDEX=0&resourcetype=HWCIT 

 

Wang, Xu and Xu “ Factors Contributing to High Costs and Inequality in China’s 

Health Care System, JAMA October 23/31 2007 vol 298 number 16 p 1928+ 
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http://jama.ama-

assn.org.www5.sph.uth.tmc.edu:2048/cgi/reprint/298/16/1928?maxtoshow=&HITS=

10&hits=10&RESULTFORMAT=&fulltext=Factors+Contribuiting+to+High+Costs+

and+Inequality+in+China%92s+Health+Care+System&searchid=1&FIRSTINDEX=

0&resourcetype=HWCIT   Charu  Sawhney 

 

Swint, J.M., et al. “Relationships Between Economic Growth and Population 

Health in Low and Middle Income Countries.” Osaka Economic Papers, vol. 58, 

no. 2, September, 2008. Pp. 74-106.  

Zamiska “China thinks Small in Prescription for Health Care; Primary-Care Clinics to 

become First Stop in Revitalizing System ” WSJ March 11 2008  

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB120520609104526563.html?mod=health_home_stori

es 
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