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Trust	
   has	
   been	
   widely	
   accepted	
   as	
   important	
   for	
   effective	
   natural	
   resource	
   management	
   (e.g.,	
  
Bratanova,	
  Morrison,	
  Fife-­‐Schaw,	
  Chenoweth,	
  &	
  Mangold,	
  2013;	
  Leahy	
  &	
  Anderson,	
  2008)	
  but	
  this	
  
emphasis	
  has	
  no	
  more	
  resulted	
  in	
  a	
  consistent	
  understanding	
  of	
  trust	
  in	
  this	
  context	
  than	
  it	
  has	
  in	
  
the	
  myriad	
  other	
  contexts	
  in	
  which	
  it	
  has	
  been	
  investigated	
  (e.g.,	
  Earle,	
  2010;	
  Levi	
  &	
  Stoker,	
  2000;	
  
McEvily	
   &	
   Tortoriello,	
   2011).	
   Increasingly	
   however,	
   the	
   interdisciplinary	
   scholarship	
   of	
   trust	
   is	
  
beginning	
  to	
  converge	
  on	
  a	
  notion	
  of	
  the	
  construct	
  that	
  provides	
  some	
  guidance	
  for	
  understanding	
  
it.	
   Specifically	
   trust	
   is	
   increasingly	
   understood	
   to	
   be	
   the	
   trustor’s	
   willingness	
   to	
   accept	
  
vulnerability	
   in	
   dealing	
  with	
   the	
   trust	
   target	
   and	
   that	
   this	
  willingness	
   is	
   driven	
   by	
   a	
   number	
   of	
  
bases	
  of,	
  or	
  reasons	
   for,	
  accepting	
  vulnerability	
  (i.e.,	
   trusting;	
  Mayer,	
  Davis,	
  &	
  Schoorman,	
  1995).	
  
This	
  presentation	
  will	
  argue	
  that	
  there	
  are	
  three	
  critical	
  classes	
  of	
  trust	
  bases	
  that	
  are	
  conceptually	
  
and	
  statistically	
  distinct.	
  In	
  particular,	
  it	
  will	
  argue	
  that	
  the	
  critical	
  classes	
  of	
  bases	
  of	
  trust	
  are	
  the	
  
trustworthiness	
  bases	
  (e.g.,	
  “I	
  trust	
  them	
  because	
  they	
  are	
  worthy	
  of	
  my	
  trust”),	
  general	
  bases	
  (e.g.,	
  
“I	
  trust	
  because	
  I	
  am	
  a	
  trusting	
  person”),	
  and	
  motivated	
  bases	
  (e.g.,	
  “I	
  trust	
  because	
  I	
  need	
  to”).	
  The	
  
presentation	
  will	
  then	
  investigate	
  the	
  relative	
  influence	
  of	
  these	
  classes,	
  hypothesizing	
  specifically	
  
that	
  there	
  are	
  conditions	
  under	
  which	
  the	
  classes	
  are	
  likely	
  to	
  become	
  more	
  or	
  less	
  important. 
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   trust	
   is,	
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   to	
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   its	
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   to	
   "outcomes"	
   like	
   cooperation	
   and	
   compliance.	
  
Although	
  he	
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  to	
  work	
  with	
  institutions	
  like	
  the	
  courts	
  and	
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  much	
  of	
  his	
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   on	
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   institutions	
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   he	
   is	
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   in	
   the	
   role	
   that	
  
trust	
  plays	
  in	
  encouraging	
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