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Networks: A Path Forward for Democratic Deliberation"4

ation (DD) is a process of informed and reasoned consideration of poligg#issues by diverse

groups of ordinary citsgns that provides input to public authorities and officials. DD hg#been used extensively

in the environmental policy™gld, and much of this paper draws on the authors’ jp@##ement in and research on

the World Wide Views deliberation® 2012), and other environmental
ooooooDoOoOOOOOOO

cases.!
DD has experienced numerous peridd YEPRE’ : k e past century, and the first decade
U

Democratic delib®s

fivolving as many as 13,000 citizens3
ractitioner networks and academic
interest have been institutionaliz A" 3 jdent of the United States was an
to increase the transparency of

government while expanding both cgjlab A ipation in policy formulation. On
the other hand, pioneering organigas ; i nlsh Board of Technology have
dissolved or lost critical governmenjt ive focused on the familiar issue

of transparency rather than the mor} i : ive issue of informed participation.>

With uncertainty looming, researchg dgmocracy (DD) have given some
attention to the structure and naturd their under¥t Agf it have varied considerably. Five
conceptions of the field have been agd!inform l&l to desd e constellation of individuals and
institutions interested in advancin acticks of DIY: qustry, community of practice, social
movement, strategic action field, an oncepts simultaneously describe past
Wiy trending in ways that are best
explained by the connexionist modelfhn v B ; nising implications for accelerating

the impact of DD. Such acceleratigg®s] ciifi 44 @imate change are to be effectively

Our analysis builds on the notion tha} p iOR pfdeliberative ideals in the American
political system will be affected not dnl i ‘ cropolitics” of deliberation, which
remain a central focus of researchers i ] and external connections and the

In this paper, we first revieystifc PrreEoTer—rre=rerTerreiveorrses=r Mg, these five models in order to

assess their contributiog€ to understanding the evolution of the field and to subs™atiate our claim that the
connexionist model is especially robust. The basic components of our argument are:

(continued on the next page)
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issues, and“ggportunities—while neither narrowing the focus to a certain cg
preventing a re

*  Only the network and S®a{egic action fields models emphasize cgmf€ctions both inside and outside
the DD arena.

. 00opooooogoonooooy) . N
* Networks stand alone in id SESESERS ff social and economic organization,

which enables the specifica{flGJE—G—_gG—"e g " aNivity.
> n
-
The connexionist framework alsqfh® Jeal Rame )& P 3 i are the primary concern of this
: ; J

paper. For example, the hypermgbgli Ain a world organized on network
principles favors those who are 1 creates largely invisible social
relations through which mobile people ¢ E ilgpe X¥ these qualities. Mitigating such
imbalances thus means equalizingfQa ifye ili gl A ™M rewarding efforts to establish
i g_ pgcdanisms for holding the mobile
#3 Bccomplishing these goals in the
Jihk¥eliberative events in the system'’s
o ¥ b %u itting deliberative participation
b gtons) of companies that compensate

tg).! The | r!ér pirpgde#t such initiatives is to nurture the

network of deliberative democrac i e js a cffitical nded ff fhe deliberative system is to flourish
rather than recede, and contributp idi pRounding environmental challenges

foory of issues nor

managers of deliberative system
deliberative system might be the i
governance, and enhancing ways q
to satisfy jury duty requirement

1 H. Stevenson and J. Dryzek, (2014) Democrdi ; G L ge: Cambridge University Press.

2]. Gastil and W. Keith (2005) ‘A nation that fJso| i ’ i o\ public deliberation in the United States’
ivic Engagement in the 21st Century, San
Francisco: Jossey-Bass.

3 Interv1ew with Steve Brigham, America

http:/ / WWW. tekno dk/ subpage php i =lcg i 1ace=uk&Wategory=11; Matt Leighninger, “The
prPTove democracy holds lessons for us all’, The Chronicle o ropy, February 27, 2014.

5 Information regarding pa Ssiia e el
(http:/ /www.whitehouse.gov/open/ participation) is sparse. Furthermore, in a memorandum concerning guidance for 2014
agency open government plans, five of five new or enhanced initiatives are transparency-oriented, and only two of ten ongoing
initiatives address participation

(http:/ /www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/microsites/ ostp/open_gov_plan_guidance_memo_final.pdf).

6 L. Boltanski and Y. Chiapello (2005) The New Spirit of Capitalism, London: Verso.

December 5, 2014 % Historic Whittemore House, Washington, DC




Dupont Summit 2014

sz Science, Technology, and Environmental Policy Issues

December 5, 2014 % Historic Whittemore House, Washington, DC

The Policy Studies Organization

duduiuugugugouguogogoooood

er is a student and researcher of democratic deliberation in the U.S. wg#king under
f Dr. Richard Worthington. He holds a B.A. in public policysinalysis from
Pomona CollegdClaremont, CA), where he studied environmental ang#hatural resource
economics, the ethic climate change, and participatory method research and policy
decision-making. He started ™ cakeetanarldngin allS ScnatesdTrice, where interactions with

on decisions that affect theig JVCSS N e §r McKinstry, an engineering,
construction, and facility AL -‘\. #) making buildings efficient,
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comfortable, and safe.
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