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"The Impdgtance Of Affordable Helium To U.S. Scientists And Researchers”

Helium plays a“wjgnificant role in a number of critical technologies— j#6m the magnetic
resonance imaging (™Rl machines used to assess injuries and gdéffnose illness, to gas
chromatographs, cryogenic oy o~ tiber optics, and high-tech
computer chips. The U.S. go{ebniiid:{l Bt &ﬂﬂﬂd]lihﬂ&ﬂl elium program in the 1920s,

which included a sprawling ugfidereri g Jerve stretching from Kansas to
Texas. By the 1990s the progrd OOK o~ u- s passed a bill requiring the

Helium Reserve to sell off its } lur eiog ; d then shutter its doors once it
recouped its costs. Fast-forwg : .0 , 2013, the Federal Helium
Reserve was scheduled to be dQYed 21 @ 18 e of helium underground and
immediately shutting off 35 pghcent HATAS Y ply to private industrial and
scientific users.

Considering the crucial role hpliu iDgA P\ esearch and technology, the
scientific community unified ofér = gnain open and expressed to

lawmakers the importance of pgss i413ti f fYno small effort, the Helium
Stewardship Act of 2013 passgq ignefl Byl e President on September 26,
2013, preventing a shock to thd ljowig the Kedq¢gal Helium Reserve to continue
operating.

Even with the Reserve remg{ie| by 3 : e liquid helium procurement
remains a challenge for the acgg exe are potentially thousands of
academics purchasing liquid heljus i S VL JiH1# purchasing power and often
tface dramatic price fluctuations gnd @) especially during a shortage.
In an effort to provide academicjuders : i dnld Yffordability when purchasing
liquid helium, the American Cp& SOCj - =rthgerican Physical Society (APS)
and are working with the Dgfefis o < a-cMgate a pilot program aimed at

improving liquid heliugasrcITaSIIP TOT acaceie reoeace
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bills relevant to the ACS. Ryan possesses go#h.D. in Neuroscience
from the University of Ala i llowige™him to personally highlight

individuals with backgrounds
Biosecurity Analyst at the Fe
National Academy of Scie
Washington University.

e iing the ACS Ryan served as a
8P} Science Policy Fellow at the
Q f‘* QN of Neuroscience at George




