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"Language	  Death	  in	  the	  Digital	  Age"	  
	  
Of	  the	  approximately	  7,000	  languages	  spoken	  today,	  some	  2,500	  are	  generally	  considered	  endangered.	  We	  collected	  data	  
from	  many	  sources	  and	  built	  a	  statistical	  model	  that	  makes	  clear	  that	  this	  consensus	  figure	  vastly	  underestimates	  the	  
danger	  of	  digital	  language	  death.	  In	  fact	  over	  95%	  of	  the	  worlds	  languages	  are	  already	  digitally	  dead,	  and	  only	  a	  few	  
hundred	  can	  ascend	  to	  the	  digital	  realm.	  We	  present	  evidence	  of	  a	  massive	  die-‐off	  caused	  by	  the	  digital	  divide,	  not	  some	  
future	  event,	  but	  one	  that	  has	  already	  taken	  place.	  	  To	  quote	  from	  the	  paper	  summarizing	  the	  work,	  this	  is	  
	  
	  	  	  	  "the	  final	  act	  of	  the	  Neolithic	  Revolution,	  with	  the	  urban	  agriculturalists	  moving	  on	  to	  a	  different,	  digital	  plane	  of	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  existence	  leaving	  the	  hunter-‐gatherers	  and	  nomad	  pastoralists	  behind."	  
	   	   	  	  
This	  die-‐off	  has	  very	  broad	  `backward'	  policy	  implications	  for	  dealing	  with	  languages	  in	  the	  Third	  World	  and	  elsewhere,	  
and	  also	  `forward'	  implications	  for	  dealing	  with	  the	  lucky	  4-‐5%	  of	  languages	  that	  have	  made	  the	  transition	  to	  the	  digital	  
world.	  The	  panel	  would	  involve	  experts	  from	  academia	  (both	  linguists	  and	  economists),	  industry,	  government,	  and	  from	  the	  
digital	  domains	  where	  the	  remaining	  languages	  fight	  for	  survival,	  Wikipedia	  in	  particular.	  
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