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sroads: Future Implications for Drug Policy”

“Is Marij§ana Legalization a Man Made Public Health Disaster Currently Unfoldifig in Two
State ‘LaboWgtories” in the US?”
Paula GordonWJifeboat Foundation

If marijuana use has sign™egpt consequences for mental and physical health, apd#®0cial and public health in
general, why would anyone w iZed i egalization know of the latest

dcialice AU Do Ihosc promoling
research findings? Do they kno{ [3t]{ielifeA4] B4l fh{] ﬂ)ﬂrnaﬁ shown to profoundly affect the

functioning of the brain and I} ® m» fdividuals whose brains are still
developing? Do they know that t pxponentially higher than the THC
content of marijuana that was widefy avg gbcig

There are decade’s worth of rese findfinge o@ al, mental, and physical effects of
e I8 P! th X dry Hundreds of references can be

marijuana use, including effects o eQPs
found in reports and articles at htt AdrddnC ug oMoy Perhaps, most compelling of all,
however, are the findings that we a Vool p™pf the National Institute of Drug

Abuse, and the Dalai Lama. The v ( NG grpige#of 2013 in India and focused on
the effects of mood-altering subst i EliQe brain scan research results were

shown in the video of that discus , L&Y / post/300-mind-and-life-xxvii---
craving-desire-and-addiction /4588, i 1 % ent harmful effects of marijuana
on the developing brain were also ¢ ded. d fheYgecreational use of marijuana may

well change their views if they see

Proponents of legalization see
marijuana. How else might ft
characterized? Some major argu
A Social Justice Argument, Eco
Argument. Possible responses to eac

oncerning the effects of today’s
of marijuana legalization be
&lowing: A Libertarian Argument,
44 Right Argument, A Tax Revenue

It would seem to be magical thinkiflg : Mefjfq): use) to assume that the use of
marijuana could be widely legally * i = wdyld Yot spread by leaps and bounds
throughout society. The presenter Bda= @port of Organization of American
States on “The Drug Problem in MS hen they dissess the pxghound implications of legalization
and recognize that

Even with relatively festrictive regulation, the result o le-galization 1s lkely to be expanded use and
dependency (p. 94).

A simple alternative to legalization if a society values the social and public health of its citizenry is to keep
marijuana use illegal and remand users to “in lieu of prosecution” programs such as drug court programs
and other counseling, educational, and treatment-oriented programs. That way both the individual and
society would be the beneficiaries.
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Biograph
Paula GordW - Lifeboat Foundation

Paula D. Gordon, Ri.D. is an educator, analyst, and online publisher. She gs#iously served as a
consultant to the Natio™slJnstitute of Mental Health and also serye#®as founder and former
director of a non-profit organiztie mismeemspemwcfition and early intervention. She
is also an appointee to 10 .‘-.« . ' cd Jifeboat Foundation. E-mail:
pgordon@starpower.net.
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“At Cr§ssroads: Future Implications for Drug Policy”

“It All Coqpes Down to Prohibition”
Major (ret’ \Neill Franklin - Law Enforcement Against Prohibition

What does our criwigal justice world look like now? An illegal marijuapg#farketplace where
sales are made anywh®emgvith no control over customer's ageli#ffts, no control over the

quality of production, no cont oV D e G t, no control over time of sale,
!

who sells it, and not even co} Jl'ﬁf v‘\v‘—]j:l -ri:!j- ed the entire operation, from
seedling to consumer sales, is g8 . ime and warring street gangs.
These are the only winners. s MBS ’q‘

Major Franklin will explain t t1f 3 et resources to interdict illegal

J p &

marijuana sales. No matter how Ny #; e geNarig ;,% gthan 3/4 of a million people
each year) every arrest reprgst n% S RpsT 1ty Ny ch of the criminal justice
community is focused on intd t Y s Jlittle return on investment.
Law enforcement should be fo§u§ed i obbers, thieves, carjackers and

others who prey on the commufity}. 1O b BN s become regulated, crime is
down. Dependency is down.

Major Franklin will address thg dir uana prohibition. The DIRECT
costs are expenses that we, as h|q¢n ijli ‘ s a means to remove marijuana
from our community: policef qihis i PR guards and an extravagant
healthcare system. It's just a fQijo [RE.CT costs, however, are items
that society has not consider(@lik farijuana felon graduates from
prison with: how it is hard to g% & 2|hq learned. The marijuana felon
may land a minimum wage job, qr bjj (Rt thple but either way, that person
doesn't have healthcare or a retige ) {fWis children has the flu, where
does he go? The ER, of course. gfth the taxpadVem. Consider too the remaining

v

money in the family budget pre-ts= i Mor sracqries so good food choices are

replaced. with poor ones. A4 TICTOWTORCOORONETE_in auto-immune diseases,

diabetes and obesity.

Marijuana Prohibition reaches far beyond the simple "bust". Marijuana will NEVER be
eliminated so we have a choice: either the drug cartels and organized crime will control it or
public health officials and a government entity will control it. Which do you prefer?
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RS a 34-year law enforcement veteran of the Marylg#f State Police and

Sl cewdSition of commander for
the Education and Training Diyister=emrd mepdeidemmes (| Criminal Enforcement. Major
Franklin instituted and oversApd thtl B¢ Y 'IA B AU Hed ce Investigative Units for the

(1] C"S U

Maryland State Police. After 23 u: ’-4\ 2 Maryland State Police, he was
recruited in 2000 by the ComigliSSiBMé , Oe £/ epartment to reconstruct and
command Baltimore’s Educatig SN ol tio "' . R} executive director of LEAP in
2010.

Early in his career, Neill serve
everything from high-level d

land State police, focusing on
'ps to the guy growing one
the hundreds of arrests he
executed. “I had been taught tha@pt e % are trash, and that we needed

Kurt Schmoke, who declared wifi igting pnayor §f H4kimore that the drug war was not
working. Schmoke explained war drugs counteproductive and created
excessive violence. This was 3 t fof Ne}llj vho bep I‘\ o research and evalaluate his
own experiences in law enforde ced 11 e dganhHPly white areas, yet most of our

cases and lock ups were mino ! ve R ¢ he outlying areas that involved
whites,” he says.

Not long after Mayor Schmoke’s pryiol 1 2l 7D sd g\ d, Corporal Ed Toat-ley, was
killed in Washington, DC whilefkaaking=a | aS=alediddrcover agent. “When Ed was
assassinated in October 2000 T 1S when [ really mad&sshe t0 Fhat’s when I decided to make
my views public,” Neill explg

When not working, Neill volunteers his time by serving on many boards that include Children 1st,
the Faith Based Community Council on Law Enforcement and Intelli-gence, the Place of Grace
Church, Anne Arundel Community College Criminal Justice Advisory Board, and board president
for TurnAround, Inc. (domestic violence, sexual assault victim advocate providing counseling and

shelter services). Major Franklin is married and has one son. He is also very active in his church,
The Place of Grace, where he serves as a board member.




Dupont Summit 2014

sz Science, Technology, and Environmental Policy Issues

December 5, 2014 % Historic Whittemore House, Washington, DC

The Policy Studies Organization

Panel LIL|LILILIUIJLIIJLILIUULIULIUIJUUULILIUU

“At Cr§ssroads: Future Implications for Drug Policy”

“The Waf\gn Marijuana in Black and White”
Sara Love -Wnerican Civil Liberties Union Maryland

Marijuana, Race D1
This report is th

the ACLU has analyzed arre niemmus

county in Maryland between .‘tljﬂ -[ j r d 2 ' ing.
Over the last ten years hed more people for marijuana

possession than for all violentgrim A T ¢ people arrested for marijuana
possession increased dramatgally Foh & W& and 2010. Maryland is now

Wities, and the War on Drugs in the Free State
gl of its kind in Maryland. Using officigle#B] and U.S. Census data,
f possession by race for every

The data also show th i ' arl]uana use across race, in
Maryland communities of coj6n afg [PEN d erd t uana possession. In every
county in the Free State, Bla SpropQr natel i enforcement of marijuana

g suburbs of Baltimore and

aryland. They are as likely to

laws. The glaring racial disR
Washington D.C. as they are on,

afnily incomes or low median

gofmajority or small minority of
e over time.

1010, Maryland spent about $106

million enforcing marijuana Jag g‘ ds of Marylanders into the
criminal justice system and : i RPTCS resources from major violent
crimes.

The ACLU’s Campaign to End Mas§ Ciinjigal N -/t ation of Communities of Color
The waste associated with§th pPMEu)ar N marijuana, has reached crisis

proportions. Our obsession wit 120041 arrests for Marijuana possession has come

at the expense of true safety apfia i use=se¥ment. Rather than making us

R_Minority communities and
police and wreakedeffavoc in those communities by treating Pwple innocent of any
wrongdoing as suspicious based only on their race. It has criminalized large swaths of the
population.

(continued on next page)
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“At Cr§ssroads: Future Implications for Drug Policy”

“The Wa\gn Marijuana in Black and White” (continued)

Our criNpal justice system should keep communities safe, treat peoplgftairly, and use
tiscal resources witaly. But over time, we have come to turn to police angefhe criminal justice

system as a panacea for ewgy social problem, whether or not it majgee*€ense to do so. The result
development of a criminal res s of Marylanders have been
deprived of their liberty at grga A ‘.‘,_ r {Ce 1971, the number of human
beings incarcerated in state-rf c £ 'l d has ballooned from 4,950 to
{

numbers do not even reflect t s Naeld, 1 bfls or placed under probation
supervision. Q \

ary floo tostJe criminal justice system.
Reforming our laws governing\g¥arjj g % @D in the right direction.

has been to deprive large nung{EreTtrom} e - mmties — adding to our problems,
instead of solving them. In i h u-ril'n ---L' fsociated with arrest and the
22,500. More than 70% are {‘ violent offenses. And these
h
We must stem the tifl@of] M
Ly 12
L
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Sara Love -\ merican Civil Liberties Union Maryland

Sara N. Love is thé
2012, after serving on tiT®
Ms. Love retired as the Genera
then spent several years at ho
serves on NARAL Pro-Choice Ansiis

Rublic Policy Director for the ACLU of Maryland. Love joj#®d the ACLU staff in
ACLU of Maryland board for seven years, ingh#®ing four as its President.
" GG 'l‘ L Pro-Choice America in 2004,
o L B -'l 14 JE BB 8 Bth B 8 JACLU staff. Ms. Love currently
er children’s schools. Prior to

y Foundation’s National Clinic

< 1.'
NARAL Pro-Choice America, M. J' "\ f

Access Project Legal Director Al
serving nine women'’s health dagg cljRi¢s it a]

federal, state and local law en¥gi}ephehf taleTy (Qe o 0
doctors and staff. Ms. Love is ve la h%,— TeRASHe practiced law at the law
Robinson, Curley & Clayton. hil tt) A sheWas suqdl Af the trial team in

Scheidler, brought against lead, $ti ho)upe [f@ACC, violence and fear
women’s health care clinics. Ms. }dvé¢ e \ westefpfUyaNsity School of Law.

(f

W

5. Foundation’s General Counsel,
jority, Ms. Love worked with
ence against abortion clinics,

firm of
NOW .
to close
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“The Dargers of a Third Legal Recreational Drug”
Will Jones IN- Two Is Enough

Two is Enou™™eJs a diverse group of Washington residents concerned abo e scourge of a third
legal recreational drug in OM . We have seen and are stzll combating theweitive impact of tobacco and

alcohol on our youth, famzlzes P wildice these two legal drugs have
disproportionately targeted and aff b Y fi puqe ' lgr H gig eghon we are committed to protecting
these communities and the rest offq : _ Tay, Rgalizing a third recreational drug.

\ giiuctivity and law enforcement as a

Looking at the sobering costs in heg daidd ™ e Yooy §
. ‘ .
result of substance use, we know tigittdur ¢it = ord Y ccts of a third legal drug.

TIE DC is concerned abo :: a iginfg PPntation that has been used by

the legalization proponents in thgfir chinphig y

legalization will help deal witlf g@ife ¢hrp ' G ation, and that legalization

reflects the wishes of the states 1% tHl4 rjagi
Though marijuana use

rhetoric and experienced the conpéqus

of likely voters no longer suppogt Jeg

“reckless.” In the first half of 204 Qo

rado has seen reality overtake
pl drug. As a result, a majority
cplooper has called legalization

* Significant rise in teen uge

* Doubling in the rate of ghij§ire afirhittefl I ER for E\ abis poisoning
* 100% increase in fataliti} \ tH i air nr il
* Dozens of explosions a ‘ ﬂl d ‘ . Al g hash oil in their homes

* Two deaths from edible m3ij chilg d¢pct death
* A thriving black market

}

L

Negative effects of marijugha 5a_11 ve also been mbted internationally. When the

United Kingdom changed their Jéyre-eeneer marijuala ~theysqk treatment for addiction nearly

double among youth and ad W al health issues and psychosis.
After seeing a decade g#flegative effects, The [ndependent, a British néWmsgaper that had endorsed
less restrictive marijuerataws o Tattetters o TThange in law, issued a
public apology for their previous support of the marijuana movement.

Years after giving in to the marijuana lobby and changing their laws, the Netherlands saw
youth use triple from 15 % to 44% between the year 1984 and 1996. They are currently seeking

ways to reverse the damage done as a result of the legalization change, including shutting down
many shops that sold marijuana.

(continued on next page)
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“At Cr§ssroads: Future Implications for Drug Policy”

“The Darigers of a Third Legal Recreational Drug” (continued)

What ab®yt incarceration? As many are realizing, the war on drugs has indjgffutably targeted
people of color and M&Qvided an opportunity for law enforcement to abuse and gi#fise their power and
resources. However, whd fail to realize is that legalization emboldgie®d corrupt criminal justice

system and does not hold acco}mee besmmsanginitting acts of injustice. A true
solution to racial injustice will n{ttb Mlaﬂfﬂaﬂ g;ﬂdlﬂoﬂe%ﬂﬂa been acting unjustly nor will it
jeopardize the health of youth acgogs tRcts g ] minority communities. Instead, it
will bring to justice those those AL L Ya. . (®icies and protect minority youth
from a commercial industry that iy p'[\_)1 .ff?’. , ‘

Finally, the root cause ofjthe sHit|ife i InFynarijuana must be exposed. The
push for legalization is not foun{ N L i G m ound in civil rights activists or
concerned families. Rather, they cgif b¢ krpge Mtirgltly Yo @ Aires including George Soros and
the late Peter Lewis. These pronfigkn{ Iny§s rs%do a tedhidll 8s of millions to start and fund
pro marijuana legalization orgaRifg@tidys Jincluth he Fnce and the Marijuana Policy

Project. Other notable figures i ary ifeg vestors and entrepreneurs like
former Microsoft executive, JamenfJhiyjey. UildAkants to create the “Starbucks of
Marijuana” and “mint more millipnaif derlying motivation for many
pro-marijuana figures. {

Similarly, tobacco compaRigs edger to s¢emari €galized -- some have even stated
in their internal documents thaf{ | tant implications for the tobacco
industry in terms of an alternatjve}pr 0 grow it, the machines to roll it
and package it, the distribution §o g#rk

Do we truly want to legjlige]a Ehi
National Institute on Drug Abus® ql;E

ok

and a nation before we rush to legall

Wora Volkow, M.D. Director of the
ust ask ourselves as individuals

“The legalization process ge e[& eNof people and hence of negative
consequences that will emgige alfohd to have a third legal drug [in
addition to alcohol and tgfQa€TO ? e dlready on health care, we know

the costs on accidents Wm gk for themselves.”
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Biograph¥
Will Jones IN— Two Is Enough

III is dedicated to
aefl, specifically among the
u ug use in communities of color
¥ the negative social, health, and

S Qoliticians, national drug policy
; ) “‘ w \| ok gion to impact policies that will

Q) ate targeting of communities of

Coming from a legdsy of civil rights leaders in Washington, D.C, William Jops
continuing the legacy o™magmoting the healthy progressmn of the
African-American community. ]
and solutions that can foster pr&§g
economic consequences of illic
advisees, and leaders around Wa

keep illicit drugs out of reach fgq ﬁ)u
color.

i 'f L L
APT)IT¢

i
-..llll- ﬂl-L 'bl J,

J 1
ES S\

Mr. Jones graduated Cum Laudefgorpy (o bi@ %\y‘ nif@rsity (CIU) with a Bachelor of

Science degree in Communicqtigihs |dnd”B{sin€y and aQUAtion was inducted into the

university’s Delta Epsilon Chi HoNpr Ho¢ig VY. Laagls hak § @A various leadership roles and

has been a recipient of scholarshigs dqdja ST leader§hfd Ad\ocietal change: as a delegate to
tugg, p " t of the CI \

the South Carolina Student Legi American Student Association,
member of the CIU Student Senajg e a teen, Mr. Jones has served
in missions, primarily in Quebsg iD#c and France. He continues to
use different outlets to serve th¢ ity communities here in D.C.
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