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1. TITLE: Exploring the Criminogenic Roots of Corruption in Portuguese Local Government: A 

Multidimensional Analysis Based on Interviews with 12 Local Government Officials. 

2. RESUME:  

In recent decades, the world scene has changed in line with the social, cultural, economic and 

political transformations resulting from globalisation, and an example of this is the growth of corruption 

(Maia, 2014), which has spread with the approximation and interdependence of states and international 

economies that have eroded national borders and extended their international presence (Transparency 

International, 2012). In conjunction with the increasing speed of information, markets have become 

subject to international economic fluctuations and therefore vulnerable to the contamination of this 

criminality (Loureiro, 2012) whilst the phenomenon has been felt in the political and social structure of 

countries (European Commission, 2018; Maia, 2014), jeopardising the stability of financial markets and 

freedom of competition (Cunha, Serra & Costa, 2012) with an estimated global economic cost of 3.6 

billion dollars (Johnson, 2018).  

Local government is at the centre of the welfare, rights and interests of the Portuguese population and 

its economy, as well as the development and management of public policy, state revenue and 

infrastructure, justifying the power and autonomy it wields (Amaral, 2018; Catarino, Silva, Cirstóvam, 

2017). From this power arise setbacks and it is clear from existing literature, both international (Brooks, 

2016; Albanese and Artello, 2019; Cordis and Milyo, 2016; TNS Opinion and Social, 2017; European 

Commission, 2020), and national (Kutschka, 2021; TNS Opinion and Social, 2017), as well as from 

social perceptions (CPC, 2020), the significant presence of corruption (TNS Opinion and Social, 2017; 

Transparência e Integridade Associação Cívica, 2013; Morgado & Vegar, 200 7) in these institutions, 

ranging from construction, inspection and urban planning to licensing and procurement (Morgado & 

Vegar, 2007; Rose-Ackerman, 2014; European Commission, 2018; Sousa, 2011; Lopes, 2011).  

However, the conceptual framework of corruption is within an ambiguous scientific space (Graaf, 

Wagenaar, Hoenderboom, 2010) which is expanding (Loureiro, 2019), conceptually fragmented (Lopes, 

2011) and oversaturated (Huberts, 2010), which has led critics to infer that, although the crime of passive 

corruption predominates in Portuguese local government (European Commission, 2020; TNS Opinion 

and Social, 2017), this hampers the fulfilment of criminal law resolutions (Cunha, 2013). In addition, the 

phenomenon's complexity renders its prevention an arduous task (Portela, 2013; Albanese & Artello, 

2019), making it difficult to be effective (European Commission, 2020), as seen in the low number of 

prosecutions (Council for the Prevention of Corruption, 2020), convictions (European Commission, 2020; 

Sistema de Segurança Interna, 2023; Maia, 2019), and the increase in social disbelief in justice (Kutschka, 

2021; TNS Opinion and Social, 2017). At the same time, there is a lack of resources, specialisation 

(European Commission, 2020; Bravo, 2014), and legislative complementation or innocuousness in 

implementation and monitoring (Governo de Portugal, 2020).  

In light of the above, there has been growing interest in multidisciplinary approaches (Lopes, 2011; 

Mascarenhas, 2019) to the analysis of corruption (Zimring & Johnson, 2005; Mascarenhas, 2019; Lopes , 

2011), such as the criminological approach. Several inferences emerge from the literature (Brooks, 2016) 

about the possible criminological contribution to the etiological exploration of the phenomenon. Different 

studies have uncovered a wide range of criminogenic risk factors, which reinforce the convenience of a 
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multidisciplinary and comprehensive analysis (Kolthoff, 2020), aimed at clarifying the phenomenon's 

etiology and guiding preventive intentions. In this context, studies have been conducted favouring a 

comprehensive analysis of the plethora of theories and risk factors (Dimant  & Schulte, 2019).  

From this bibliographic portrait, an empirical investigation was born, which, using the qualitative 

method (Dimant & Schulte, 2019), notably semi-structured interviews, collected the experiences and 

opinions of 12 local government officials concerning the roots of corruption in the inner reality of 

Portuguese local government. Aiming to gain a better understanding of the morphological characteristics 

of passive corruption in local authorities and of the circumstances underpinning its occurrence, several 

characteristics and a number of risk factors were identified. Eight multidimensional, dynamic and 

interactive risk factors were identified in terms of etiology, mutually affecting criminogenic effects that 

contribute to a greater likelihood of the occurrence of bribery in local governments. These were explained 

within a pyramidal model, in which they were grouped by criminogenic effect into 3 dimensions: macro, 

meso and micro. Each group of risks was associated with criminogenic processes that influence internal 

conduct, which emerged from the expression of these factors, which were then analysed on the grounds of 

existing literature and theories in the criminological field 

This study, based on the author's master's thesis, has produced a set of results whose depth and 

breadth allow for theoretical and practical considerations that are pertinent to the advancement of 

scientific knowledge in the fields of Corruption, Research Methodologies and Criminal Sciences in 

general, with possible theoretical and practical impacts for future scientific and preventive initiatives. Our 

aim is to discuss our findings and their implications for the advancement of theoretical-etiological studies, 

namely those which exploit integrated theories, focusing in particular on corruption and white -collar 

crime, as well as the practical relevance of these findings for the work of criminal law and criminal policy 

in the fight against corruption and white-collar crime, drawing from the Portuguese context. 
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